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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Theories of the Obligation of Citizen to State Of all
the virtues belonging to our ordinary moral code, there is perhaps no other which has received the hearty
popular support given to patriotism. Yet it will require only a glance beneath the surface to convince one that
patriotism, like many accepted valuations, involves a problem. Upon closer examination it would appear that
there is no other virtue which reduces to such contradictions. It may easily be perceived that we are completely
biased in our judgments by our nationalistic connections. We heartily approve of certain actions when
performed by one of our countrymen for the sake of our country. Yet the same actions performed by a
foreigner in the interests of his country will be condemned. As Professor Royce says, War-songs call the
individual enemy evil names just because he possesses the very personal qualities that, in our own loyal fellow-
countrymen, we most admire. No refuge could save the hireling and slave. Our enemy, as you see, is a slave,
because he serves his cause so obediently. Yet just such service we call, in our own country s heroes, the
worthiest devotion. (The Philosophy of Loyalty, p. 109) Occasionally it is true, a more sportsmanlike attitude
becomes apparent, but the extent of this attitude is always narrowly limited. To establish the fact that there is a
fundamental distinction which is all but universal, it is necessary only to refer to some concrete instances. There
is no heavier opprobrium than that which is attached to the enemy spy. And yet Nathan Hale is one of our
national heroes. Sir Roger Casement, when he declares that in Ireland...
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